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UNI RECIPIENT OF WONDERFUL ALUMNUS GENEROSITY
By Warren Hamilton

Alumnae and alumni are women and men who have been reared or nourished by their alma
mater, their “nourishing mother.” Alumnus, alumna, and alma are all derived from the Latin verb
alere, “to nourish.” A Benefactor is one who confers a benefit or benefits.

Since the publication of last year's UHEF Newsletter Charles Brewer Fiscus, Class of 1944,
quietly hecame the leading benefactor of his Aima Mater, University High School. He first transferred
$25,000 in securities to the UHEF in 2001. That donation enabled the UHEF to make $200 available
to each of Uni’s teachers to supplement the budget allocated for their instructional programs. In
December 2005 he sent us an additional $25,000, and then again in May 2006, $25,000 more. This
amazing gentleman has taken Uni under his wing, and next year the UHEF Board and
administration and staff will determine how best to utilize these funds for the benefit of University
High School.

Charles was raised in the Sawtelle area, and attended Brockton Elementary and Emerson Jr.
High School. At a very early age, Charles learned construction by working side by side with his dad
as they built several apartment houses, and later, Charles would strike out on his own and build a
series of apartment houses in the West Los Angeles area.

During his days at Uni, Charles worked the night shift at Douglas Aircraft so had little time for
after school activities. Since free time was scarce, the raucous Saturday afternoon matinees at the
old Tivoli Theater on Santa Monica Blvd. are some of Charles’ fondest memories.

Like many during this period, Charles, after graduating in 1944, had to put his life on hold when
he entered military service. During World War 1l he served in the South Pacific, the Philippine
campaign, and later as part of the American forces that occupied post-war Japan. Returning home
after the war, he finally had a chance to complete his education and earned a degree that opened
the way for his career as a journeyman teacher. From being a grammar school teacher in the small
community of Lone Pine, California, to teaching Industrial Arts in Culver City, Charles was a firm
believer in the educational process as part of the key to a successful life. Another degree from a
small college gave Charles the opportunity to be employed for ten years by the City of Los Angeles
as a draftsman. Today, Charles is retired and lives modestly in the Westwood area. Fascinated by
the history of Los Angeles, he especially enjoys researching the urban rail and streetcar history of
the city. Mr. Fiscus is not only a champion of Uni, but also an active member of the Veterans Park
Conservancy, an organization attempting to save at least part of the Sawtelle facility from
commercial development.

With Charles’ generous contributions, and with the ¢ontinuing contributions from many other
alumni, the Foundation will be able to continue its mission to supplement funding for the instructional
program. Not all of us have the funds to duplicate Charlie’s generosity, but all donations, large and
small will help Uni Hi continue to succeed. We are asking all of you to join Charles in supporting the
efforts of the University High School Educational Foundation.
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NEAL REIN STEPS DOWN As UHEF PRESIDENT

| have had the pleasure of being the president of the UHEF for the past several years. It has been a great experience
and | have had the opportunity to meet some wonderful peaple. As president, | have worked closely with current staff at
Uni as well as alumni from classes dating from the present back to the early Thirties. | have enjoyed my time as President,
but all good things must come to an end. It is with a bit of sadness, and yet it is with great pleasure, that | pass the
proverbial gavel to Mr. Mike Cockinos, Class of 1968, who is now the current UHEF President. Mike has demonstrated his
dedication to Uni and his position as a Westside realtor will allow him to interact on the behalf of Uni with a great number of
business people and residents.

I know that Mike takes a great deal of pride in being a part of Uni High. As a 1966 graduate of Uni, | too feel this pride.
| have also always felt a sense of responsibility to maintain the history as well as the future of our school. Walking down
the halls of the Main Building on a weekend, or late at night when no one is around, gives me the opportunity to think about
the thousands of others who spent their formative years at Uni. The sounds, sights, and events that have taken place in
those halls and on the campus have affected so many in profound ways. | know that Mike will serve the UHEF well, and
that he will hanor the many great people who are a part of the Uni family. Please give your support to the UHEF and to
Mike who will serve you well as the new Foundation President. [See Page 2 for Mike’s letter]
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After a farewell to nine retiring teachers, and as a result of several transfers, Uni started
the year with 17 new teachers. Our new staff brought an energy that they shared with our
students who excelled in academics, athletics, and other extra-curricular activities. Our
Boys’ Tennis team won the Invitational City Championship, and our Girls’ Basketball Team
was runner-up in the City Championship. Football, Girls’ Soccer, and Baseball all went to
the semi-final rounds before being eliminated. Two track team members competed in the
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State Finals.
Academically, Uni was most improved in our local LAUSD district in the yearly
Academic Decathlon. Three students medaled in Mathematics and English. Our API

(Academic Performance Index) score went up 16 points from the previous year and 88% of

our students have passed the high school exit exam as of the writing of this article.

The Jazz Ensemble continues to be the highlight of the Great Taste of Brentwood
celebration each year, and have established a new Uni tradition: performing at the Santa
Monica Pier once a year. With the addition of the 12 electronic keyboards donated by
United Talent Agency the music department now has a complete keyboard lab.

This year's Career Day exceeded our expectations as we hosted 38 speakers
representing a myriad of careers. Thanks to the help of UTA our special guest was actor

Jerry O’Connell from the hit television show “Crossing Jordan.” Many of the speakers were

Uni alumni who expressed how pleasant it was to return to Uni and share their student
experiences. Please consider joining us for Career Day next year.

We end the year in gratitude to the Uni High Education Foundation for the generous
support you have provided for our instructional program.

INTRODUCING MIKE COCKINOS S ‘68
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I would like to begin by thanking Neal for doing such a fantastic job as the UHEF
president for as long as | can remember. Neal's unselfish devation to the Schaol and
the Foundation will serve as an example that we can all hope to emulate. The good
news is that Neal will remain on the Board and will also serve as the point man for the
Annual Picnic and Car Show.

Next, | would like to share some of my thoughts with you on the objectives and the
direction of the Foundation. Our primary objective is to raise money to supplement
funding for the instructional program. This is mainly done through the generosity of
alumni and local businesses. As we all know, LAUSD is in a budget crunch, and that
more often than not means that some supplies are not readily available for the school.
This is where the foundation steps in to help purchase things such as cameras,
cartridges, electronic gear, music supplies, and many other items. The Foundation
also provides two scholarships for deserving students. | recently had the privilege of
attending the Senior Awards Night at Uni and personally presenting Uni students with
their awards. With your continuing help we can expand these programs.

Another objective of the Foundation is to foster communication between former
alumni. This is done through the UHEF Newsletter and more recently through the All
Alumni Annual Picnic and Car Show. | think that the picnic and car show is such a
great way to catch up with old friends and make new ones. Some people have moved
away, some have stayed close, but no matter what all have some wonderful stories to
share. There will be food and drinks or you ¢an bring your own. Let’'s make this one
great party!! We have moved the date to September 24 this year since in the past two
years we didn’t get full cooperation from the folks in the weather department.

As always, | welcome all your questions, comments and correspondence. Feel
free to contact me and I look forward to seeing you on Sunday September 24.

Phone (310) 442-1399 Email MC@MikeCockinos.com
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